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Honorable John Myers
House of Repr-esentatives
2372 Rayburn Building
Washington, D.C~ . 2b515

Dear Congressman Myers:

RECEIVED

APR 131993
FED8W.COIIItICA_c.oiISD .

(JFJCE ff11tE SECRETARY·

This is in reply to your letters of March 3rd and 4th, 1993, in which you
inquired on behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 540~4 (1992).
This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing
the private land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below
512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIc) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Sincerely,

~~::;¢~
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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'JOHN T"MY~RS

OFF.ICES:
2372 RAYBURN BUILDING

WASHINGTON. DC 20515-14G7
TELEPHONE: 202-225"5805

."

FEDERAL BUIl:DING. ROOM 107
:-rEhRE HAUTE, IN "7B07-3'6119 .

TELEPHONE' 812-238-1619

HALLECK FEDERAL BUILDING. ROOM 107
LAFAYETIE,IN47901_132Z
TELEPHONE: 31.7-423-1,661

March 4, 1993

Mr. James H,., Quello
~qting Cha;irnian';'
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Quello:

E;nclosed please find several letters I have received from my
constituents in.opposition to proposed rules beingpromuigated by the
Federal communications Commission which would negatively impact their
use of radio controlled model airplanes.

It would be greatly appreciated if you would review the enclosed
concerns and include them in the docket for review.

Thank you for giving this matter your attention.

Sincerely,

o
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Dear Represe:ntative:Roemer: .' . . . . '. .

.. ~~:;;.~::n~e~~e~Jf=o~:e~~rili':~~tofi~m:L~~~de~e;
unusable if this frequency assignment is adopted

I am very conceme~ about proposed rules that are under consideration by the· Federal-CommuniCations
CoIDDiission ~).··;The p..~.~ PR~Docket 92-23S•.1f adoptefj, Ute new rules~ greatly ~eduCe: .

. the usabilitY of'frequenciescurrently.aSsigned for model use as wen as' increase the risk of a~dentSand .'
attendant liabilitY for.controlling niodel airplanes. .' .' '. .. . .

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio.control frequencies in this band are far enough apart
from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering
with the other. .

Now, the FCCwants to create more land 'mobile frequencies by splittin~ them into narrower bandWidths
and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile freq,uencles will move closer to the radio
control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operatIons. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be
left if these new rules are adopted

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished,
as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be
greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40
pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build, but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of
the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

It is not wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operation conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby
provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contnbutes to the advancement
and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Ifyou are in the Lafayette area and have some spare time give me a call and we will go flying.

Sincerely" /;
~,G\1 ,{u;~~-
'--Jeffry W. Swank
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March 5, 1993

Mr. James H. Quello
': Acting Chairman. .

Federal Communications commission'
1919 M street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Quello:

Enclosed please find several' letters I have receiv~d from my
constituents in opposition to proposed rules being promulgated by the
Federal Communications commission which would negatively impact their
use of radio controlled model airplanes.

It would be greatly appreciated if you would review the enclosed
concerns and include them in the docket for review.

Thank you for giving this matter your attention.

Sincerely,

o

Enclosure
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312 ;.(en:: .i\venu.-::
West: Lafayette, IN 47'J06

Feoruary.24" 1993

·The Hon(ha:bl~'"jo'hn:Myers ,;
U.S. House of Repres~ntatives

W~shington, ,D.C. 20515

'bear ~~.Myers:

Subject: FCC PR.Docket 92-235

I have enjoyed partic~~ating in mode~ aviation for over forty
years., My lifetime, hobby has given me great; pleasur,e al\d hundre~s'. of

-,friendships": r hop"e 'this 'let,t~r' 'is, only,one of, hundr.e,dS and per'haps
'thousands you receive from Indiana model airplane'hobbyists.

I am very conce~n~d about proposed, rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). ~he
proceeding is PR Dcrcket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules WIll
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability
for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share
the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the plan. As
a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently
available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies
will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety
will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to
10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves
are expens i ve to bu i ld; but more to, th.~ po i nt, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious,injury, or even death if radio
interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We
often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds
of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of
radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users
of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in
our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
t,housands of people like myself and contr ibutes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72.76 MHz band.

""Sincerely, ,.. ;'
/ /' _d__-

~. "f I _. I ~ • '( . .J-:-/..-/(L.-!' / ::"1. L~' !..L '-' .
~.. . .

George Partlowe



2002 Mapleton Drive
Centerville, OH 45459
February 20, 19~3

The· H~AolJa.ble John .r " Myers . . .<

2'3-:]"2 : Rayburn House Off i'ceBu'11ding ..
u.s~ Hous~ of Representatives'
Wash ington, D .• C. 20515

Dear ·Mr. Myers

I am one of'your constituents on active duty with. the Air Force
stationed at Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, I am writing you

. because of a .pro·posedFederal· ·Communication Comm~ss·~on (FCC)
action. ·The··.·FCChas issued ..a :no.t ice.. Q~ Propos~d Rut.e· M~k tng
(NPRH-PRDocket 92~235) which, Jf~ 'impleine'nted; ·w:1li.signi.ticantly
l~pact current tisers 'of the 72-16 ~Hz' band. I 'urge your help to
stop the proposed FCC action.

The 72-76 MHz band is currently shared safely for private
land mobile dispatch operations and radio control model usage. I
understand that the FCC proposal will put additional mobile use
frequencies so close to most of the frequencies assigned for .
model use that direct interference could occur. While this might
be little more than a nuisance for the mobile operators, this
could result in unsafe operations for us modelers. In addition
to the risk to our models representing significant investments of
time and money, such "unguided missiles" flying at speeds up to
and beyond legal highway speeds would represent a significantly
increased risk to personal safety.

I have been building and flying models for forty years. I began
flying RC aircraft when I entered Purdue University as an
engineering student in 1962. I believe that my aircraft
modeling, like that of many others, directly influenced my
engineering career choice. The youth mOdel aircraft and
rocket programs of the '50s and '60s gave us the
scientists, engineers, and technicians that made us the
technological leaders we were. We need such aft
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